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The Rey. Mr. Manning opened the Service 
with an Introductory Addreſs > Prayer, and 
reading the Scriptures. 


The Rev. Mr. Moffat prayed. 
T he Rev. Dr. Davies preached. on . 
The Rev. Mr. Aſhburn concluded with Prayer. 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


My Chriſtian Brethren, 


"HE Arſt Chriftians were com- 
1 pelledto ſtruggle with difficul- 
ties, which it is our advantage, in a 
happier æra of the world, to be able 
to know only from deſcription, Per- 
ſecuted as they were, by thoſe perſons 
upon whom it was incumbent to have 
patronized their doctrines; obliged to 
bear the ſcourge of hatred, the ſtab of 
reproach, and the united oppoſition of 
prejudice and malevolence, their for- 
titude, integrity and faith, in ſuch cir- 
cunaſtances, cannot be too warmly 
celebrated. 
Nor have inſtances been wanting in 
we latter ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
E A 3 ko of 
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vi ' INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


of a like diſinterefted attachment ta 


the cauſe of true religion. This day, 
which, according to the ritual of the 

church of England, is ſtyled Bartho- 
lomew-day, recalls to your remem- 


brance "an event unparalleled in the 


hiſtory of the Reformation at home or 

abroad. 3 5 
On this day you e 0 that two 

thouſand clergymen did not heſitate 


to reſign their preferments in the 


church, and expoſe themſelves and 
families to poverty, diſgrace, and per- ä 
ſecution, rather than violate conſci- 


ence by conforming to things impoſed, 
not agreeable, as they to 


the goſpel they preached. | 
We muſt behold with nien 6 
with reverence, their invincible 
courage and firmneſs, in ſtanding for- 
ward as champions at the riſk of every 
thing dear to them in this world, to 
explain, defend, and tranſmit to poſte- 
rity the right of private judgment, 
the liberty of worſhipping according 


1 ” 
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to the dictates of conſcience, and other 
eſſential intereſts of chriſtianity and 
human nature. . 

Such were the firſt formers of the 
diſſenting! intereſt. But did noncon- 


formity die with them? Would to 


God it had, provided the cauſes of it 


had been removed. But as long as 
it is ſupported by a regard to primi- 

tive chriſtianity, to the ſacred rights 
of conſcience, the honour of Chriſt . 


as the ſupreme head of the church, 


and the credit and ſucceſs of his inſti- 
tutions, it muſt be expected that non- 


conformity will ſtill exiſt. 
I think myſelf peculiarly happy in 
the opportunity now afforded me, of 


addreſſing a Society of Proteſtant 


Diſſenters, Who, inheriting the prin- 


ciples, and animated by the example 


of their forefathers, appear zealous 


to aſſert their unalienable right to the 
exerciſe of private judgment, and to 
ſupport that mode of worſhip which 
ey think moſt agreeable to the ſim- 


A 4 wn 


| viii INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 
= pliciry of the goſpel. Forgive me if 
|] I boafton your behalf. I ſpeak it to 
lf your praiſe; you act on enlarged prin- 
| — ciples, ſuch as become Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants. You conſider what this 
liberty: of worſhipping God has coſt 
| Pour anceſtors. It is a valuable por- 
tion which they took,” at the peril 
[| "ke lives, „out of the hand of 
| %the Amorite with their ſword and 
|| +» wich their bow.” - Anxious to con- 
j vey to poſterity. this ineſtimable pri- 4 
|  vilege, you have built an houſe unto © 
| _ the Lord; not for the ſupport of a ſe& is 
| or a party, but for the ſervice of Ca- . 
mmolic Chriſtianity according to the 
ſctriptures; not to perpetuate a cauſe © 
leſs ſeparation, but for the ſolemnity 1 
and decorum of your religious afſlem- 
blies, until God ſhall throw open the 
doors of the national eſtabliſhment, 
Vou have honoured God with your 
ſubſtance, Some have ſpared of their 
l - exigence, and ſome out of their abun- 
| . pI and that too with a ſurprizing 
gene- 
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E generoſity. « Bleſſed are ye for this: © 


( Joan that ye have lent unto the 
“Lord. May God remember you 
& concerning this, and wipe not out 
&« your good deeds that ye have done 
for the houſe of your God and the 
offices thereof!” This building 
does equal credit to your piety and 
beneficence. Not a ſuperb and mag - 
nificent one fitted to the oſtentatious 
worſhip of the law, but a houſe de- 
cently neat and elegantly plain, ſuited 
to the ſimplicity of that goſpel-wor- 
ſhip which muſt be performed in 
ſpirit and in truth. While, in con- 
ſequence of your liberal contributions, 
this houſe exceeds the former in 
beauty and convenience, prudence has 
directed you to form the plan and 
regulate its execution, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it cannot be reflected upon 
as, in any view, unſuitable to the ſo- 
lemn uſe to which it is appropriated, 
or the circumſtances of the perſons 
mw nent e 
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X -INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 
We meet you here not to conſecrate 


the edifice you have erected. We 


pretend not to any power of convey- 
ing any peculiar ſanctity to places. 


Nor do we believe that any thing we 


can do, in any forms of conſecration, 


would render a place more holy in 


the ſight of God, or more fit either for 


his preſence or his worſhip. The 


whole univerſe is his temple, and will 
he be limited to any particular abid- 
ing- place? How vain the thought, O 


thou Being ſapremely raiſed above all 
beings! „ Behold! the heaven, and 
heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much leſs this houſe” dat 


we have builded!“ 
Vet, though in a literal 454 local 
ſenſe the all- preſent Deity will not be 


confined here, we have reaſon to hope 


that he will, nevertheleſs, in a ſpecial 


manner be-preſent, © to have reſpect 
. unto the prayer and ſupplication which 
his ſervants ſhall make towards him 


in 1 this MICs." i ſign from heaven, 


like 


» & 
Fa, 4.47 


preſent. 


INTRODUCTORY | ADDRESS. Xi 


like that which appeared i in the Jewifth 


temple, to confirm this hope, we muſt 


not expect. A cloud of glory de- 
claring the immediate preſence of God 
among us, we look not to ſee. Types 


and ſhadows, and the burthen of cere- 
monies are done away. But behold 


a greater evidence is here. The Son 


of God himſelf; who hath left us the 


words of eternal truth, declaring that 
6 where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in his name, there will he be 
in the midſt of them.? 


Ves, my Brethren, in whatever 


place the diſciples of Jeſus aſſemble 


as believers in him, from a regard to 
his authority, and for the purpoſes of 
his glory, to worſhip the common 
Father through him as the only Me- 


diator, to hear Chriſt preached and his 


doctrine of peace proclaimed, or to 
commemorate his dying love, there we 
may conceive of him as peculiarly 


If 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


If it be your happineſs thus 
meet in the name of Jeſus here, we 
are warrarited to ſay—the Lord is 
with you of a truth, and t 
other than the houſe 


in prayer to almighty God, that 
would give you grace always to 
enter this place with thoſe views and 


ſence and bleſſing, 
be with you as he was with your fa- 
* and that he may ve 


« 
ö q : 2 
— 5 : 
* * 
* 
1 4 _ 2 
5 . 
A # 
” * k 
* 
4 
* 
8 \ 
N 
- 
- 
* . 
. — 4 £ 
3 1 
- 
pF * - 
* * * E 
$ 
4 . 
jd * 
#4 0 1 8 
* * 2 
4 
bs * 
„ 
i . 
80 * 
”» 
* 1 
— 
n 
. 
# . 
2 * 
- 
* 
Pd : 
* 
* 
* 
— 
. 
* 
- 
* 
* 
on 
: 
4 8 
* 
— pa 


Dea ag Qt» 


o * 
* 
* 
- TY * 
* * 4 
* 
* F 

Ta; ; 

A 75 * #' IS 4 10 

8 * 
* , * — 
5 * . | | 
1 + ", 4 . © doe . 85 1 i WT 4 4 F 
& 5 \ 1 . 8 : 4 5 — 
. — * 42 . By * 's 3 | ' \ [ 1 ; 
* ; *. 1 * * 
þ 4 . 


BVEN 1 HE SHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE or 


THE LORD, AND HE SHALL BEAR THE 
GLORY. 


Y a remarkable train of providences, 
the Jews wete now releaſed from 
captivity, and happily ſettled in the land of 


their fathers. But they wete called to en- 


gage in a very arduous undertaking ; even 


to rebuild the Temple of the- Lord, which 
for many years had lain in ruins. The 


greatneſs of the undertaking muſt, of itſelf, 


create difficulties to a people in their cir- 


cumſtances. And thoſe were much aug- 


mented hy the jealouſy and envy of ſur- 


rounding nations, who ſtadied, by all the 
meins in their power, to obſtruct, or at 


Teaft, to retard the execution of the import- 
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2 THE SPIRITUAL TEMPEE. 


ant deſign. When diſeouragement pre- 


vailed to ſuch a degree, as to depreſs their 
Iſl ſpirits and weaken their hands, the prophet 
| Zechariah was commiſſioned by the Lord 


to deliver ſuch meſſages as tended to revive 
their zeal, that the work might be reſumed 


| 
i 

4 | es with new vigour and alacrity. 
_ The buſineſs was under the direction of 
I two perſons of diſtinguiſhed rank, viz. 


Zerubbabel their governor or prince, and 
Jaſbua the high prieſt. To each of them, 
the prophet is directed to addreſs himſelf in 
the name of the Lord ; that, their zeal being 


— wil ern 
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| | 1 revived, the people might be encouraged 
| 20 by their influence and example. DE 

[ The chapter, out of which our text is 
| taken, contains, the encouraging meſſage 
1 deliyered to Fe ſoua 3. which conſiſts | nof, 
'{ only. of animating promiſes, but expreflive 
| | ſymbalical afts,—Take ver ond gold , and 
1 make crowns, and "ſet them on the, head of 
1 5 72 the high prieh; 3 and ſpeak, unto Lim, 


— — 


© ſaying, . thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Ho 15, Be- 
bold the Man whoſe name is the BRAN CH! 
And he ſhall grow up out of his place, and he 
l. but ld 1 temple 4 the Lord. 7 be 
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"THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE” | 3 
fholl build the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall 
bear the glory e And ſhall fit and rule upon bis 
throne;and he ſhallbe a prieſt upon his throne ; and 
the counſel of peace ſhall be between them both *. 

There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that there 
was a deſign, by theſe acts, to inveſt Foſhua 
with 7egal authority though, in proceſs. of 
time, his ſucceſſors in the prieſthood aſſum- 
ed royalty. The intention of them ſeems 
rather to have been, to repreſent the ſucceſs 

vhich ſhould attend his exertions as a prieſt, 
for completing the temple of the Lord. 
But the work in which he was engaged 
was an emblem of one more arduous and 
important, even the raiſing of a Spiritual 
Temple for God, in which he is reſolved to 


fix his everlaſting reſidence. Thereforea 
crown was, by divine direction, ſet on the ; 
head of Joſhua, that he might appear a more: N 


perfect type and repreſentative of that glo- 
rious perſon, by whom the goſpel- church © 
was to be erected as an immortal temple. 
for Jehovah. That by the man whoſe name 
is the BRAN C H, we are to underſtand. a 

5 different perſon. from Joſhua, 1s evident 


| Ver. 12, 13. 
een 5 from 
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from what is ſpoken 70 him by the Lord in 


wmother place : Hebel! J will bring forth 


my fer vant the Branch u. And it is worthy 
of obſervation, that the nite before us is 
rendered in the Chaldee paraphraſe, Behold 


the man whoſe name is Meſſiah. 10 


The name Branch is very naturally en- 


plained by the words of the prophet Iſaiah: 


Js, and a branch ſhall grow out of bis 
ily of David was fo re- 


6 ring and dying, when the Meſſiah 


ſprung up as a ſerong, 4 a deci and flou- | 
riſing ſhodt, 


_In- tome ancient- WIEN aa CHIP be c 
n us are tendered, whoſe name is the Eat. 


And it is not unnatural to ſuppoſe, that the 


ance of the Meſſiah to the rng of the ſun in 


the Eaſt, with light, and majeſty, and glory. 


—On the whole, the Lord was willing to 
dicect the eyes of the Jews from that mate 
ane wu ww Was to a | 


N i Sa” 135 | 
» * Chap. wii, 8. | 5 
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THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 5 
nobler and more glorious fabric, which the 
hands of Meſſiah were to raiſe. 

Upon this occaſion, with great plea- 
ſure: I congratulate you, my . Chriſtian 
Friends, on the ſucceſs which has crowned. 
your deſign, of building a houſe for the 
worſhip of God. I truſt, you embarked 
in it from the pureſt motives ; from a zeal 
for the cauſe of God, and an affectionate 
regard to the intereſts of immortal ſouls; 
I, therefore, rejoice with you, that, under. 
the favorable ſmiles of heaven, your wiſhes 
have been accompliſhed. — And I would 
hope, that this is a pledge of much good to 
be done within theſe walls. To. have a 
decent and commodious houſe to aſſemble 
in for divine worſhip, muſt be peculiarly 
pleaſing: yet I truſt, you will ever con- 
ſider this in due ſubordination to the 
more important deſign which our adorable 
Redeeimer is engaged in. For it is He 
ſhall build the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall 
bear the glory. 
The words py ory to theſe two 
4 : 
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I. That the building of God's Spiritual 
Temple, being conducted by the Redeemer, 
_— proceed with proſperity and ſucceſs. 
II. That he receives and bears diſtin 1 
ed glory. as engaged in this great deſign. 
1. That the building of God's Spiritual 
Tem ple, being conducted by the Redeemer, 


5 will proceed with proſperity and ſucceſs.— 


The important truth contained in this ob- 
ſervation will more evidently appear, by 


attending to the following propoſitions: 


1. This magnificent deſign is the prin- 


cipal were of the iy fag and e of 


God. 


The creation of the World was a Gags 
great and noble in itfelf and worthy of God. 
It ſtands as a ſurprizing monument of the 
wiſdom and power of the divine Architect, 
and diſcovers amazing exhibitions of his 
exuberant goodneſs. The plan was fo 
perfect, and the execution to complete, 


that when it was finiſhed, the morning-/tars 


ſang = woot and all the ſons of God ſhouted 


for joy x. But this joy was ſoon interrupt- 


wi and fark ſhades opirured tet beauties of 


5 * Job XXXviii, 7. 


the 
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THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 7 


the creation. Man, the principal of God's 
creatures on earth, and for whole ſake the 
inferior world was made, revolted from his 
God, ſink: from the glory with which he 
was inveſted, and by tranſgreſſion, involved 
a world in ruin. For, by one man fin entered 


into the world, and death by fin ; and ſo death \ 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have finned*. | 


However ſome may controvert the doc- 


trine which aſſerts, that the contagion of 


Adam's fin has infected all his poſterity 
with guilt and pollution ; it is a truth which 
admits of no diſpute, that mankind are 


univerfally guilty and depraved. The image 
of the Creator is defaced, the Glory is faded ; 


the crown is fallen from our heads, wo unto 


us that wwe have ſinned! The temple of 
God lies in ruins ; the ſacred fire on the al- 
tar is extinguiſhed ; the divine inhabitant 


is departed. 
But will he for ever abandon this crea- 
tion to the enemy of God, and the deſtroyer 
of man? No; but from the. ruins of our 
nature he will raiſe a nobler edifice, in 
which he will dwell for ever. For God, 


ho is rich in mercy, for his great love where 


Rom. v. 12. t Lam. v. 165. 
B 2 | ith 
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with he loved us, even when we were dead in 
fins, hath quickened us together with Chriſt. 
And, that we might not miſtake or overlook 
the origin of this purpoſe, the apoſtle adds, 
by grace are ye ſaved*, No qualities or 
virtues remained in us which could entitle 
us to the Creator's favor; for, where no- 
thing appears but wretchedneſs and fin, for 
ſuch creatures, mercy and grace muſt be the 
only advocates. That the bleſſed God has 
formed ſuch a merciful deſign, we have the 
fulleſt aſſurance of from the inſpired volume. 
Early intimations were given of it; and all 
the diſpenſations of providence were intend- 
ed to prepare the way for its execution, 
till, n the fulneſs of time, that illuſtrions 
| perſon appeared to whom it was entruſted. 
Which leads me to obſerve, - 

S 2. That the conduct and execution of 
this grand deſign is committed to the glo- 
rious Immanuel, the incarnate Son of God. 
Wee r ed ta e aprons. 
pliſhment of a ſcheme of ſuch magnitude 
and importance, would he entruſted in ſueß 
os a8. med infallibly inſure 3 its e. | 
n e e $1 55 
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Therefore, the prophet Ifaiah having this 
object in his eye, breaks out in this tri- 
umphant language, Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a ſon is given; and his name hall be 


called Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, 


the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace®. 
Let us, therefore, direct our attention to 
what the ſcripture ſays of this auguſt per- 


ſon. And I will not heſitate to fay, that 


this is not a matter of mere ſpeculation, but 
a ſubject of moment, in which we are 

deeply intereſtd. MA” 
That he is a man, is 4 truth, yea, an im- 


portant truth. For, being arrayed in our 


nature, he appears as our brother, and is 
capacitated to be a merciful as well as a 
Faithful bigh prieſt; being touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities +; and able to ſym- 
pathize with us under all our burdens and 
ſorrows. But, when we have viewed him 
as a Man, let us alſo recognize him as God. 

For his name is Immanuel, God with us f. 
He, who came of the feed of Abraham, 
Ae 70 the * 72 in OOF view io God 


* 1 ix, LY + Heb. iv. 1 5. t Matt. 1. 25 | 
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1% THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE.: 


over all, bleſſed for ever * : for in bim 
 dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily F. 
Buch is that living and enlivening Branch 
| which was promiſed to ſpring up, to Fate 
the Temple of the Lord. a 1 
But through what ſcenes of humiliation 
was he obliged to paſs, that every impedi- 
ment which obſtructed this great deſign 
might. be removed. He grew up as a tender 
plant, as a root out of a dry ground: He was 
deſpiſed and rejected of men, a man of "ſorrows 
and acquainted with grief. All we like ſheep 
had gone aſtray, aud turned every one to his 
0107 Way ; and the Lord laid on bim the ini- 
200 of us all 185 And, in. the language of 
the New Teſtament, He humbled himſelf and 
became obedi ent unto death, even the death of 
the croſs F. Thus. low: muſt the Saviour 
fink, that he might lay the foundation of 
the Spiritual Temple in an atonement. for 
the ſins of his people. But he appears 
again, and ſays, Jam be that liveth and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive far evermore x. 
When HE: bad paid the ſinner's debt, death 
* Rom. ix. MN t Col. ii. 9. t Hat, _— 376. 
& Phil, ii. 8. ** Rev, i. 18. 8 
could 


7 * 


1 

3 

6 

* 
8 
IF 
$4 A 
77 

©" 
1 
TE 

* By 

— 

* 


* 
* 
6 
£4 
Le 
bw.” 
x 
* 
1 \ 
1 
7 
4 1 
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| could not confine him; but from the i igno- 
minious croſs he paſſed to the throne of 
| heaven. There he fits clothed with ma- 


jeſty and inveſted with univerſal authority. 
All the treaſures of heaven are in his hands, 
and committed to his diſpoſal. And all 


this he employs for the RP NES of 


this grand deſign. 


35: Tae materials for the building a are 
men, who are by nature in a ſtate of en 


neracy and fin, 


To ſee a fair creation . into exiſt- 


ence, out of a confuſed mals of jarring ele- 


ments, muſt raiſe a high admiration of the 
wiſdom and power of the great builder. To 
ſee the duſt of the earth ſhaped and organ- 


ized into a human body, animated with the 
breath of life, and made the habitation of a 


rational and immortal ſpirit, muſt be ac- 


knowledged to be no lets ſurprizing. But 
the effects produced in the kingdom of grace 
are, if poſſible, ſtill more to be admired. 


For, however dignified the ſtation which 


man was originally ordained to occupy, 
and, however diſtinguiſhing the glory with 


which he was inveſted to capacitate him 
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12 THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 


for it, we have the fulleſt evidence that he 
is now ſunk ſo deep into miſery and ſin, 
that ho created power is able to reſtore 

im. How viſible the marks of our dege- 
neracy and ruin? It is lamentable that 
the curious fabric of the body, formed for 
immortality, - ſhould be ſubjected to diſſo- 
lution and death ; but mach more to be 
lamented, that the immortal ſoul ſhould be 
ſo ſunk and degraded. It has loſt the 


* power of glorifying its Creator, and is be- 


come incapable of that fellowſhip with him 
which is the ſpring of happineſs. That 
intelligent principle, which was deſigned to 
be the candle of the Lord in man, and his 
guide in the way to happineſs, is covered 
with clouds of ignorance and error, and in- 
volved in mournful darkneſs. How affect- 
ing is the picture which the apoſtle draws - 
of human miſery in this reſpect? Having 
the underflanding darkened and the heart 
Hinded, being alienated jrom the life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in them, becauſe 
of the blindneſs of their bears *. — The will 
Which was originally. diſpoſed to pers 
, Epheſ. i iv. 18. 


of 
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of whatever is pleaſing to God, and cheer- 
fully to comply with his injunctions, is be- 


come rebellious and obſtinate. For the car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt God : it is not Jor- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be x. 

The ffections, which in man's primitive 


ſtate were formed to delight in God, and 


to inſpire the ſoul with pleaſure and alacrity, 
in the perſuit of thoſe things which are 
adapted to miniſter ſpiritual and intellectual 
happineſs, are, through the fall, become 
carthly, carnal, and ſenſual. Senſible ob- 
jects ſtrike the mind much more forcibly 


than thoſe which are ſpiritual, heavenly, 


and divine. 


If this be allowed to be a juſt ſtatement 
of the caſe, it will neceſſarily follow, that, 
creatures ſo corrupt and degenerate muſt, 


in the higheſt degree, be vile and abomi- 
nable in the ſight of a holy God. They can 


have no title to his favor, nor any ability or 


inclination to render themſelves pleaſing in 
his ſight Might it not, therefore, have 
been expected, that they ſhould be abhor- 
red and rejected ? and, that, i God is deter- 


* Rom. viii. 7. 
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"mined to build for himſelf a Spiritual Tem- 
Ale, he ſhould provide materials by creating 
a new race of innocent beings. But, WOn- 
der, O heavens! theſe are the materials 
with which he has decreed to raiſe a glo- 
tious and immortal temple. Recovered by 
grace, they are made lively ſtones in that 
ſpiritual houſe, in which the bleſſed God 
will dwell for ever. | 

4. By his word and Holy Spirit ha 5 
vine Architect prepares theſe materials for 
the building, and by ſucceſſive degrees of 

improvement brings the work forwards to 
perfection. 5 Sls 

_ bugs oct already, that this 
great deſign is the principal object of the . 
divine decrees ;| and, however various and 
diverſified the. diſpenſations of providence 

may appear to be, under the direction of 
infinite wiſdom, they all tend to the accom- 

f pliſhment of this purpoſe.— But the prin- 
cipal inſtrument is the word of God, or the 
Goſpel, which is, therefore, called the word 
of. the kingdom, becauſe it 1s the grand mean 
of extending and eſtabliſhing the Kingdom 
of divine grace.—Many inferior agents are 


| 1 1 e 
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honored with handling this divinely pre- 
pared inſtrument. For the miniſters of 
the goſpel are laborers together with God &, 


in carrying on this ſacred building. And 


it is their unſpeakable mercy to be enabled 

to diſcharge the ſacred truſt with ſincerity 
and fidelity. Becauſe, otherwiſe, they can 
have no rational ground of expecting thoſe 


heavenly influences to which the divine 
oracles uniformly aſcribe the intire ſucceſs 


of the goſpel- miniſtry. Eyen the apoſtles 
of Chriſt, though furniſhed with extraordi- 
nary gifts and miraculous powers, made this 
confeſſion in the ampleſt manner, I have 
planted and Apollos watered ; but God gave 
the increaſe f. The weapons of our warfare 
are mighty through God F.—N ow the pro- 
greſs of the work may be viewed diſtinctly 
in the following particulars. 

(I.) It is ſeen, when, by a work. of di- 
vine grace, men are prepared to be lively 
tones in the ſacred building. It has been 
proved that the materials are „allen degene- 
rate men. But in this reſpect they are only 
remotely ſo. For the immediate materials 


1 Cor. iti. 9. + 1 Cor. iii. 6. f 2 Cor. x. 4. 
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16 THE 8PIRITUAL TEMPLE: 
are men regenerated and converted by divine 
grace. Unleſs we'are the ſubjects of this 


change, we are totally unfit for this pur- 
poſe, and can have no place in the building. 
Vea, ſhould any ſuch, through the negli- 


gence or ignorance of inferior builders, be 


placed in it, when the chief Builder comes 


to inſpect it, they ſhall be removed as ble- 
miſhes in the ſacred fabric. (10972 
(2.) Its progreſs is ſeen in the advance- 


ment of the great work of ſanctification. 
Divine truth ſhining into the mind, under 
: the influence of the Holy Spirit, will gra- 


dually renew the foul and aſſimilate it to 
the divine likeneſs. By the improvement 


of ſpiritual and ſacred knowledge, by the 
cultivation of every Chriſtian grace and 
virtue, and by the advancement” of real 


piety and holineſs, the ſtrength and beauty 
of the ſacred edifice are promoted. And 
by A vety gradual improvement will it ariſe | 
at length to that meaſure of perfection and 


glory which the divine purpoſe has deere 


bor it. 
h e perfeltidn will take ties "ON 


al ordained to have a place i in it are actually 
2 | united 
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united to it, and the whole and every-part 


rendered complete in holjnefs and glory, 
conformable to the image of Chriſt, In its 
preſent appearance. there are very evident 
ſigns of imperfection. For, compared with 
the bulk of the human race, how inconſi- 
derable is the number .of thoſe. who have 
a viſible place in the building? And among 


thoſe who, in appearance, are joined to it, 
is there not reaſon to fear, that there are 
not a few who ſhall at laſt be ſeparated 

from it? Even in thoſe who appear to be 
lively flones, are there not many remaining 


blemiſhes and imperfections? This is fre- 
quently a matter of very ſerious lamenta- 
tion.— But let us rejoice in the hope and 


proſpect of its future ſucceſs and perfection. 


The. work is in the hands of Chriſt, and we 
may be aſſured that he will not deſert it, 


but carry it on to perfection. The happy 


period is advancing, when numerous con- 


verts ſhall be brought in and made lively 
ſtones in the building. And a more bleſ— 
ſed day is fixed in the purpoſe of God, 


when every part ſhall attain perfection and 
be beautified with unfading. glory. For 
L's bay y the 
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13 THE SPIRITUAL TEM. 


the Saviour will ring forth the head. Ane of 
it with ſhoutings of n to the grace chat | 
completed it, 
5. The ſacred edifice thus cracked js de- 
ſigned to be an immortal temple for Jehovah. 
_ This idea occurs often in the New Teſta- 


ment. Te are built upon the foundation of 


the apoſtles and prophets, Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief corner ſtone ; in whom all 
rhe building fitly framed together groweth 
into an holy temple in the Lord *, What 
an exalted view does this give us of the 
dignity and honor conferred on thoſe, who 
belong in reality to the Church of God? It 
intimates 
(i..) That the church is choſen to be hs 
peculiar reſidence of the Lord. For ye are 
the temple of the living God, as God hath 
ſaid, J will dwell in them and walk in them, 
and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
People F.—But will Goa indeed dwell with 
men? When we think only of their pollu- 
tion and unworthineſs, ſuch obſtacles appear 
as ſeem to repreſent it to be impoſſible. 
But femembering his infinite grace, and the 


e Epheft i ii, 20, 1. + 2 Cor, vi. 16. Q 
3117 5 | mo 5 


THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 19 
moſt ſurprizing diſplays of it given in Chriſt, 
we conclude that ſuch condeſcenſion is not 
impoſſible. In a very important ſenſe, this 
takes place in the preſent imperfect Nate of 
the church: but in the higheſt ſenſe, it 
will take place in the world of glory. Then 
there will be nothing ſeen in this temple 
of the Lord to create offence, or to provoke 

; 1 to withdraw or hide his preſence. 

(2.) In this Temple, the Lord makes 
the brighteſt diſplays of his glory. His 
glory was ſeen in the temple at Jeruſalem, 

in that bright cloud which covered the 
mercy- ſeat. But as that magnificent edi- 
fice was no more than a zype of the Spiritual 
Temple, or the Church of Chriſt, ſo that 
glory was but a ſymbol of that brighter 
glory which ſhines in it. In the operations 
of divine grace, there are even now ſuch 
diſplays of glory, that the holy angels 
are ſaid to acquire more enlarged concep- 
tions of the glories of God, from the diſ- 
coveries he makes of himſelf in this Temple. 
For it is his pleaſure, hat unto the princi- 
palities and powers in heavenly places, might 
be known by the church the manifold wiſdom 
0 of 
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20 THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE, 
of 6 God *. Our progreſs in religion will 


dear proportion to the views we have of 
this glory; and when the one is complete, 


the other will attain its perfection. For 


we all, with open face, beholding in a glaſs 


the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
lame image from glory unto glory, ee as was 
the ſpirit of the Lord f. 


(3:) In this Temple, the Lord receives 
the moſt. ſublime and acceptable homage. 


Chriſtians not only compoſe a Spiritual Houſe | 
or Temple, but are an holy. priefibood, to 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God 


by Jeſus Chriſt T. It would afford peculiar 


pleaſure to a benevolent and humane perſon, 
to receivethe free andgrateful acknowledge- 


ments of thouſands, whoſe. miſery he had 


paid in this Temple. All the worſhippers 
conſpire to acknowledge, that they were 


once..miſerable and deſerved to remain fo 
for ever. They all aſcribe their recovery 
to free grace and redeeming love. They 
all confeſs that they are not their own, but 
his property who bought. them with his 

\*. Epheſ. iu, 10. + 2 Cor. il. 18. 4 1 Pet. ii. 5. 


* 5 t 7 _ 


THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 21 
blood. In this Temple that ſublime an- 
them will be ſung without end or intermiſ- 
hon, Blefſmg, and honor, and glory, and power. 


be to him that fitteth upon the throne, and to 


the Lamb for ever and ever x. This is the 
homage which the God of n N to 


rebite e td 
( 4.) In this e the fellowſhip * 


God is enjoyed, as the ſource of pure and 
immortal bleſſedneſs. What a high ſenſe 


had David, of the ſacred pleaſure to be en- 
joyed in the houſe of the Lord? One thing 


have I defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek 
Aer; that I may dwell in the houſe of the 


beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his tem- 
ple +. And every real Chriſtian muſt have 


à ſacred reliſh for the ſame entertainment. 


But if fellowſhip with God is productive of 
ſuch joy, whilſt his Temple is in ſo im- 
perfect a ſtate, to what a pitch will the bliſs 


ariſe when it: ſtands finiſhed and complete 


in glory in the upper world! And let me be 
allowed to ſay, that, if we have any ac- 
quaintance with ſpiritual religion, the hea- 


* Rev. v. 13. + PC xxvii. 4. | 
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ven we look for is the immediate enjoyment” 


of God, and we cannot — or conceive 
of ſublimer happineſs. * 


Having dwelt ſo n on the firſt obicr= 


vation, the next 1 be ann: in a e 
brief manner. . 


II. That Chriſt receives hs vein dif- 
tinguiſhed glory, as engaged in this great 


deſign Even he ſhall build the temple of ye 
. Lord, and be hall bear the glory. 


4 apprehend that two ideas are here in- 
| tended, viz. There is a glory which the Re- 


i 


deemer bears as connected with his media- 


torial office; and there is a glory which 
he is yet to receive, ariſing from the final 
accompliſhment of the een n he — 
? undertaken. Pa 4 

1. There is a any: which the Nenner 
bears as connected with his mediatorial of- 


fice. In reference to this he ſays, Ougbt 
not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to 


enter. into his glory *? Agreeably to the 
plan ſettled in the divine counſels, he was 
firſt to paſs through ſcenes of humiliation 
and ſufferings, to endure the croſs and ſhed 


* Luke xxiv. 26. 


his 


{ 
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his blood. But the eroſs was ordained to 


be the foundation of his throne, and by the 


merit of his blood he was to ariſe to the 
kingdom. With reference, therefore, to 


his aſcenſion into glory, as I conceive, thoſe 


remarkable words are ſpoken. Lit up 
your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye 
everlaſting doors, and the king of glory ſhall 


come in* This glory includes, not only, 


the majeſtic appearance of his perſon as 


ſeen by angels and glorified faints ; but that 


| ſupreme dominion and univerſal authority, 
with which he is inveſted as the Saviour. 
Alluding to this, he ſays in his prayer be- 
fore he ſuffered ; as thou haſt given him power 


over all fleſh, that he might give eternal life 
to as many as thou haſt given him . And 
after his reſurrection he ſays, all power is 


given unto me in heaven and in earth 4. Not 


only, the treaſures of the kingdom of grace 


are in his hands, but he holds the reins of 


providence,. and will fo order and direct 
every event, as will be moſt favourable to 


the ſucceſsful execution of the gracious 


* Pſ. xxiv. 7. + John xvii. 2. 7 Matt, xxviii. 18. 
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; 24 THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 


commiſſion he has received. In this 1 im- 
portant ſenſe he now bears the glory. But, 


2. There is a glory which he is yet to 


receive, ariſing from the final accompliſh- 


ment of the grand deſign he has undertaken. 


© The mediatorial kingdom will continue 
£ only until the ends of it have been anſwer- 


ed. But, will the reſignation of 4t imply 


* degradation of the Saviour from the rank 
he held whilft it ſubſiſted? Rather, will he 


not rife to ſuperior glory? Eternal praiſes 
will ſound to his name in that immortal 


temple which his hands have raiſed. Every 
ſaved ſinner will aſcribe to him ſalvation 
and everlaſting glofy.—The Father himſelf 
will honor him who executed his decrees in 

ſo perfect a manner. The magnitude of 
the work itſelf will be remembered to his 
honor. The zeal for God and the bene- 


volence to man which he diſcovered; the 
vaſt difficulties and mighty obſtacles which 
he ſurmounted; and the numerous enemies 
which he vanquiſhed and triumphed over; 
all theſe will be placed in the cleareſt point 
of view, to procuie him a revenue of im- 
mortal glory. When we ſee him enduring 
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the agonies of the croſs, we are ready to ſay, 
„Lord! are guilty ſouls of ſo much worth, 


that thine ineſtimable blood ſhould be given f 


for their redemption?” But, he ſhall ſee of 


the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied *. . 
A triumphal crown of unfading luſtre ſhall 


grace his head, whilſt millions of happy 


faints aſcribe their ſalvation to his dying 
love. This honor the kind Saviour will with 


pleaſure receive, and own it to be an ample 


return for all he has done and ſuffered for 


our redemption. PoE 15411 


Will you bear with me for * a few mo- 
ments, whilit J attempt a brief improve- 
ment of what has been delivered? And it 


will be natural to remark, 


1. How worthy of our admiration are 


the gracious deſigns of God? The higheſt 
end he can propoſe is the erecting a monu- 
ment of everlaſting glory to himſelf. ' And 


it is but a reaſonable tribute to his ſupre- 


macy and goodneſs, that we ſhould cheer- 
fully acknowledge the infinite propriety of 
its being ſo. What a mixture of joy and 
Sende ſhould, 7 beak All our hearts, 
fa. lin 21110 1 

when 
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THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE. 
when we are aſſured, that a e n re- 


gard to the welfare of our ſouls is connected 


with the manifeſtation of his own glory ? 


2. How vaſt and immenſe are our obli- 
gations to our divine Saviour? What unpa- 


ralleled kindneſs has he diſcovered, in en- 


during ſo much for our redemption? What 
unſpeakable advantages has he procured for 

us? And what glorious proſpects does he 
ſet before us? I truſt, it is our ſincere con- 


cern to love and praiſe and honor him now. 


But the time is approaching, when we 


ſhall be enabled to offer him a higher and 


nobler tribute: when our love to him will 
burn with the pureſt flame, and our obedi- 
ence ſhall be perfect. | 


3. How facred and "EF IR is oh 


cbrickan character! To be Chriſtians, is to 
be lively ſtones in that facred building 
which is God's everlaſting temple. What 


a glory does this inſtamp on creatures fo 
vile and unworthy as we are! How ſoli- 


citous ſnould we be to know that this honor 
belongs to us! And how ſhould we ſtudy 


to conduct ourſelves in a manner anſwer- 
able to this _ gy becometh thy 


houſe 


1 


THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE, 27 


bouſ for ever *. Therefore liſten to the di- 1 


vine command, Be qe holy, for 1 am holy +. 
4. It is a peculiar privilege and honor to 
be permitted to contribute our part to the 
furtherance of this great deſign. The bleſſed 
God does not need our aid to give efficacy: 


to his purpoſes ; but confers a diſtinguiſn- 


ing honor upon us, if he deigns to employ 
us as his inſtruments. The miniſters of 


the goſpel are peculiarly honored, in being 
admitted to be laborers together with God. 
And in whatever way you have an oppor- 


tunity of promoting this glorious cauſe, 


reckon it your high privilege to pe allowed 
to do it. 


. Let me be allowed one werd ud hy 


chriſtian friends of this ſociety. It was a 


good deſign you engaged in, to erect this 
building as a houſe for God. The zeal 


and perſeverance with which you have pur- 
ſued it deſerves commendation; and it is a 


matter of joy that your exertions have been 


attended with ſuch ſucceſs. Nor can it 


fail of affording you pleaſure, whenever 
you aſſemble here, that you are now pro- 

* PC. xcili. f. + 1 Pet, i. 16. 
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9 vided with ſo commodious a place of wor- 
ſhip. Vet let me caution you in the moſt 
ſerious manner, not to content yourſelves 
with this; but let your zeal continue for 
the ſucceſs and proſperity of that ſpiritual 
building, which the Redeemer has engag- 
cd to raiſe as a Temple for the Lord. And 
be not ſatisfied without good evidence, 
that, by the grace of God, you colaipyle a 
part of that ſacred edifice. _ 
6. Finally, How glorious will that SW 
be, 1 when the purpoſes of God are fully 
IKnawplidhed,; and the work of Chriſt per- 
fectly completed! Then ſhall the top- ſtone 
of the building be ſet on, and the work | 
crowned with eternal glory. And it is im- 
poſſible for me to conceive for you or my- 
ſelf a higher wiſh, than, that we may all 
| ſhare in the honors and the I of 
that illuſtrious day. Amen. 
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